March 22, 1990 LB 920

Personal PropertyTax Rei nbursenent Fund woul d be created which
woul d then reinmburse themfor the funds lost. At that time it
was 470 million. The first year or two that worked ga|| rijght.
The court then said can't do it t hat way. There i's no

rel ati onshi P bet ween t he anobunt of persona| propert on the
farnms, thereis no way toprove the anount of personaY property

in Butler County in 1976 is the same as it is in '77-78,

et cetera, et cetera. Ther ef ore, they said, you nust devise a
new formula. | tried to devise a newformula, ynfortunatel y |
was overridden, and this body then passed LB 816 which sinply
becane another state aid to local subdivisions bill which
distributed the money on a per capita basis. Many | ocal
subdi vi sions | ost noney as a result of that. There is not hing
that can be done about it. W |earned our |esson. | thought I

I earned ny lesson that no matter how well you plan things ihere
are some t hi ngs you cannot pl anfor. And so, therefore’ under
this particular instance Senator Lynch says the counties are
creatures of t he' Legislature. That's © rjght, he's entirely

correct. Therefore you |ive and die, not by just the
E,egislature, you |live by the courts also. | introduced a bil |
whi ch woul d have repeal ed all personal property tax. Tphat bil |
did not make it to the floor of the Legislature. | did not hear

any of the proponents of this anendnent |anmenting about the fact
that there are 15 percent of the personal property taxpayers out

there in Nebraska who are still being tapﬁed for this unfair tax
as opposed to the 85 percent of us who have been forgiven that
tax. Do those other 15 percent need to go before the court 4
follow the same proposal as the railroad and Enron, or is it
because they are small taxpayers and cannot afford to go to
court that they are going to be continue, they are goingto
continue to pay this unfair tax? We tal k about equity. i
you' re going to talk about equity, Senator Byars, you ought to
be just as concerned about t he 15 percent of the business
property out there, the desk, the furniture, thetypewiters,
that sort of thing that are still being taxed. But because it
anounts to a few hundred bucks here and there, noonecango to
court. Therefore, weare.,.if someone is |large enough to _kiclé
us in the back and insist upon equity, then we give equity by
court direction. And then we hold the | ocal gypdivision
harm ess by our action. But the individual taxpayer out there
whoonly has a fewhundred bucks on the |ine, just put him
through the ringerhead first and crank the. crank it downon
himand we get it out of himto the |ast dollar. There are
still several million dollars that are being collected in
personal taxes. This body isn't concerned about That. | gppose
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